
RAYSA Board Meeting – Wednesday, January 8, 2020 

Called to order at 6:12 p.m.  

Board members in attendance:  Matthew Graham (President), James Horning (Monongahela VP), Jess 
Dahm (Finleyville member at large), Kelly Odille (Travel Director), Lynne Thompson (Director of League 
Development), Dave Thompson (New Eagle VP)  Melissa Koval (Registrar), Robyn Hoover (Vice 
President), Jen Czaniecki (Finleyville VP), Katie Yohe (VP Player development), Joe DeBerry (Procurement 
Director), Sarah Fortuna (Interim Treasurer), and Leigh-Ann Scheponik (Secretary)  

 Treasurer’s Report: 
o  Sarah created a treasurer’s report from 2/27/19-1/7/20, after gaining access to the 

bank account. 
 Spring Meeting   

o The General meeting has been scheduled for Wednesday, March 4th at 6:30. 
 Spring Season:  

o Soccer registration ends February 15th. Late registration goes until March 15th.  
o 3 VPS of the communities will meet on February 16th to make the rosters. 
o Leigh-Ann, Kelly, Melissa, and Joe will meet Sunday, February 16th to order travel 

uniforms.  
o We are requesting use of the stadium for the Spring season Sunday home games.  
o Katie will host an in-person training session for the in-house coaches the last Sunday in 

March, the 29th at New Eagle. It will help the in-house coaches get started, especially 
new coaches.  

o We voted to expand in-house to include U11 and U12, instead of stopping at U10. It will 
allow players to enjoy soccer at a recreational level, instead of playing at the 
competitive travel level.  

o Field requests need to be submitted to Joe Deberry by community VPs.  
 Wheel kits for Monongahela 
 Refrigerator at Palmer Park may be repaired by Ringgold Youth Football and 

RAYSA, splitting the cost. If it can’t be fixed, a new one will need purchased.  
o Instead of a season long raffle we will do a 50/50 raffle at each of the in-house games.  

 
 Rule Changes for the Spring Season In-house teams: 

o Jim made changes the rules handbook – The rules haven’t been updated since 2010.  
o Only 2 coaches can be on the sideline with the players during games. (More than 2 

coaches can attend practice.) 
o Goalkeepers can play no more than ½ the game. (U8) 
o Heading restrictions 
o Parents/Spectators should only sit on one side – Blue paint line for spectators  
o U8 Build out line – half field 
o U10 Build out line – we need to set a line 
o U6 throw ins  
o Mercy Rule: If a team is clearly dominating, the coach of the dominating team needs to 

make some changes, such as playing a player down or have his/her players only pass 
and not score. This can be discussed at the coaches’ meeting.  

o All coaches should receive a rule handbook and sign off that they’ve received it.  
o The board will look at the changes and edit it, if needed.  



 Cash Bash: 
o The date is April 18th – same payouts and times 
o The caterer is still Hogfather’s – 600-700 people $8/person  
o Matt got some large ticket items for the Chinese Auction on Black Friday.  

 
 Coaches’ Training: 

o We may not be able to host it in January/February due to lack of coaches signing up. The 
coaches can train at a different location to earn certification.  

o Katie is looking into scheduling a U6 and U8 training – 4v4 and 7v7 for in-houses coaches 
to get certified in March. 

o Community VPs – Jen, Dave, and Jim will e-mail their coaches to tell them about the 
March training.  

o Missy will add on the RAYSA website that coaches need to take the course and RAYSA 
will reimburse them. This way they will know when they sign up to coach.  

 
 Establishment of Committees:  

o Evaluations Committee – Katie, Joe, and Kelly 
o Pictures Committee – Jen and Lynne (Early Spring – Blitz and Glitter) 
o Cash Bash Committee – Kelly, Matt, and Sarah 
o In-house Tournament Committee – Jim, Robyn, and Alicia 

 
 Tournaments:  

o Our In-house tournament will be June 6, 2020 at Palmer Park  
o Travel tournament will be on September 5th and 6th  

  
 Changes to the by-laws: 

o Changes are being made to the bylaws.  
o We need to update the bylaws. They haven’t been updated since 2009. We may be 

dissolving the three community vice presidents and they will become additional 
members-at-large.  

o Adding an in-house director and facilities director 
 

 February board meeting:  
o Wednesday, February 12th in the high school (confirmed on Monday, January 13th by 

Cindy Gigliotti.) 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:10 p.m.  

 

 


